
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
MEDIA RELEASE                                                  Friday, 31 July 2026   

 

CHEERS TO ALBO!  

Many beer drinkers in pubs around the nation should be quietly raising a glass to the Prime 
Minister this week, thanking him for the beer excise freeze which means the cost of their 
favourite cold one won’t automatically rise this week. 

AHA National CEO Stephen Ferguson said without the Albanese Government’s two-year 
freeze, the start of August would have seen the price of beer poured at the bar automatically 
increase – in line with CPI - as it had twice yearly since the mid-1980s.  

“Every August and every February, every year, we saw the cost of a beer quietly go up and the 
money flow to Government coffers,” Mr Ferguson said. 

“Then last year, in the midst of a cost-of-living crisis, the Albanese Government amended 
legislation in Parliament to temporarily pause the indexation on excise and custom duty for 
beer.  

“It’s the first time a Prime Minister from any side of politics has taken action on the beer excise  
in more than 40 years.  

“It’s a victory for common sense, and for beer drinkers in pubs everywhere – so good on you 
Albo for listening and taking action – unlike the eight Prime Ministers before you! 

“Of course, there’s more that needs to be done – but there’s no doubt this freeze on beer 
excise is a step in the right direction.”  
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