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NO RELIEF FOR DRINKERS IN NEW EXCISE POLICY

The nation’s peak hospitality body said the Federal Government’s announcement today will
provide tax relief for brewers, distillers and wine producers, but will do little for anyone
struggling to afford a drink at a pub.

AHA National CEO Stephen Ferguson said brewers, distillers and wine producers will
benefit from having their excise rebate increased by $50,000.

“But unfortunately, that benefit is likely to be absorbed by those businesses with little
benefit, if any, flowing on to consumers,” he said.

“Consumers will still be faced with the Government’s twice-yearly excise increases, with
pubs being forced to pass the tax increase on to consumers.”

“The 84™ increase is still due on 1 August this year.”

“Excise is a lazy, hidden tax and Australians continue to pay the third highest excise in the
world.”

“Pubs have no control over excise and are stuck in the middle having to pass the tax on to
ordinary Australians.”

The AHA maintains its call to the Labor and Liberal parties to freeze excise for beverages
sold in licenced premises such as pubs, clubs, bars and restaurants.
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