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BEER AND SPIRITS TAX A DRIPPING TAP THAT NEEDS TO BE TURNED OFF 

People who enjoy a quiet drink are about to be hit with the 84th rise in the Government’s hidden 

beer and spirits tax since 1983. 

Australian Hotels Association CEO Stephen Ferguson said beer and spirits tax quietly goes up twice 

a year every year – slugging men and women already hit by a cost-of-living crisis, but the 

Government’s only response is to refer pubs to the Australian Competition and Consumer 

Commission.  

“Beer and spirits excise is a dripping tap which delivers $6.2 billion of drinkers’ money to Canberra 

already – and is budgeted to go up another $800 million by 2027.” Mr Ferguson said. 

“That’s money out of people’s pockets who can’t afford it. Everyone knows a dripping tap should be 

turned off. That’s what we want to see, a fair go for the men and women who enjoy a beer or gin 

and tonic at their local pub – not a hidden tax designed to increase by small amounts that goes up 

twice a year. 

“Only David Littleproud and the Nationals are willing to back the voter here – Labor and Liberals 

alike need to listen and freeze this hidden tax on beer and spirits sold in pubs, clubs and 

restaurants. 

“These are the places where jobs are actually created – and they are the heart of their communities. 

“Australia’s beer tax is already the third highest in the OECD.  There’s also $38 tax on a $60 bottle 

of whisky or gin. That is outrageous and the voters are awake to it.” 

The Federal beer and spirit hidden tax goes up tomorrow – and again on 1 August 2025.  
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